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Science Fiction · A Taleweave story

Orbit of Small Mercies

A generation ship's last medic counts down to arrival, one impossible patient at a time.

Written by 4 writers, one chapter at a time, from Aug 1, 2026 to Oct 2, 2026. After the first, every chapter was chosen by readers' votes.

https://taleweave.ink/stories/orbit-of-small-mercies
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Chapter I

Three Hundred Days Out

by @vega_lines

The Small Mercy had been falling toward Kestrel's World for two hundred and twelve years, and for the last nine of them Dr. Ines Okafor had been the only person aboard qualified to keep its passengers alive.

She did her rounds by the ship's false dawn: hydroponics, the nursery deck, the long cold corridors of the cryo bays where eleven thousand sleepers waited for a planet none of them had seen.

Three hundred days out, she told herself, as she told herself every morning. Then the alert chimed from Bay Nine, which had been sealed since before she was born.




Chapter II

The Patient in Bay Nine

by @halcyon_rx

The pod's frost had melted from the inside. The woman lying in it was breathing, slow and shallow, and her name was on no manifest Ines could find.

At 03:00 ship time the woman opened her eyes, looked at the ceiling as though she knew it well, and asked what year it was.

When Ines told her, the woman closed her eyes again and laughed — softly, without any joy at all. “Then we're nearly there,” she said. “I'm sorry. I really am.”




Chapter III

Medicine for a Ghost

by @lumen_and_ash

The ship's records had a hole in them exactly the shape of Bay Nine. Ines spent four nights pulling at the edges until something gave: a deleted crew file, a launch-day photograph, a woman in a medic's uniform beside the first captain.

The woman in the photograph had Ines's job. She also had the patient's face.

“You were the first medic,” Ines said that night. The patient didn't deny it. “I was the first one who knew,” she said instead. “Ask your captain what we're carrying.”




Chapter IV

The Captain's Request

by @vega_lines

Captain Abara listened to everything without interrupting, which was how Ines knew it was true.

Kestrel's World was not empty. It had never been empty. The first crew had known, and had chosen to come anyway, and had put the only person who could say so to sleep where no one would wake her.

“I'm not asking you to lie,” the captain said. “I'm asking for three hundred days to find a way to tell eleven thousand people the truth without breaking them.” She paused. “And I'm asking you to keep her alive.”




Chapter V

Arrival Minus One

by @orrery

The planet filled the forward ports — green, cloud-wrapped, lit at night by a scatter of lights that were not stars.

On the last night of the voyage, Ines sat with her patient in Bay Nine and asked what she remembered of the world below. “That they were kind,” the woman said. “That they asked us not to come. That we came anyway.”

Pip, who was eleven and fixed things nobody asked her to, had wired the ship's speakers into the bay so the patient could hear the docking chimes. Ines let her stay. It seemed like a mercy, and they were running short.




Chapter VI

Small Mercies

by @halcyon_rx

They woke the sleepers in waves, and the captain told them everything, and nobody broke. Some wept. Some were angry. Most simply asked what they should do next, which Ines would remember as the bravest question she ever heard.

The patient from Bay Nine walked down the ramp first, on Ines's arm, into air that smelled of rain. The lights from the city on the ridge had come down to meet them — not weapons, not walls, just people carrying lamps.

“You came anyway,” one of them said, and it was not an accusation. Behind her, eleven thousand strangers held their breath. Ines stepped forward and did what she had always done. She asked who needed help first.
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@vega_lines: Chapters I, IV

@halcyon_rx: Chapters II, VI

@lumen_and_ash: Chapter III

@orrery: Chapter V

Read the story, its rounds and its discussion on Taleweave:
https://taleweave.ink/stories/orbit-of-small-mercies
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